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On Nov. 12 in Washington, Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega and contra leaders met with House
Speaker Jim Wright separately to discuss proposals for a cease-fire. Ortega's aides told reporters
that he and Wright had discussed a 15- point proposal by the Nicaraguan government. A spokesman
for the contras, said much of their conversation with Wright had been focused on putting a ceasefire into effect. The discussion in the Speaker's office occurred even before the designated mediator,
Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo, arrived on Thursday night in Washington. Cardinal Obando,
who has been accepted by both sides an intermediary for negotiations, was scheduled to appear
with Wright and Ortega on Friday morning, when the details of the Sandinista plan were to be
disclosed. An aide to Wright (D-Tex.), said the Speaker was not mediating between the two sides.
Rather, he said, "We're trying to get the talks off and running." Wright's efforts were causing
considerable consternation in the Reagan administration. A State Department official said there
was "amazement" at how Wright had thrust himself into the negotiations. Another official said
there was annoyance over Wright's role because he had not kept the administration informed.
An official in the Sandinista party said Ortega's expectation was that he could present the ceasefire plan to Obando in Wright's presence. "Obando would not have to agree to our proposal,
but he would agree to transmit it" to the contras, the official said. According to the party official,
Wright's presence would lend an air of approval to the plan, although the Speaker would not
specifically endorse it. The Sandinistas have been frustrated in their efforts to reopen direct talks
with the Reagan administration. The Nicaraguan official said dealing with Wright would "leave
the administration totally isolated." Adolfo Calero, head of the contras' main army, the FDN, said
Wright had not presented him with any specific proposals from Ortega. He said the Speaker had
told him he was encouraged, after talking with Ortega, to believe that the Nicaraguan government
intended to comply with the Central American peace plan. Calero left Washington along with
most of the contra leadership on Thursday precluding the possibility that the Cardinal could
mediate between the two sides in the US capital. The contras have stressed that they would like the
negotiations to take place in Managua. (Basic data from NEW YORK TIMES, 11/13/87)
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